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Meaning + Indiln Words 


mistry 8 a carpenter, 

Rath a car or chariot. 

Jatra ନ s«prOocession. 

gharry a carpAge. 
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PURI AND LORD JAGANNATH 
} 


Dear Children, I am going to tell 
7ou a few stories about Puri. 

Puri is a holy town. It is in 
the province of Orissa. Orissa is 
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on the east coast. of India. Puri is 
built on the shorgs of the Bay of 
Bengal. [It is great fun to sit on the 
beach. We can build sand castles, 
or play games on tfe lovely «soft 
sand. It is also nice to bathe in: 
the sea. 

The sea gently rolls backwards and 
forwards on the beach. One moment 
tne water is flowing towards us. 
tere | he next it re- 
= b୍ = turns to Mother 


a 


a Sea. During the 
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monsoon the sea is not so gentle. It 
roars with a great noise. The water 
dashes high into the air.- It falls 
with a loud bang upon the sandy 
beach. When the sea is angry the 
poor fishermen cannot go fishing in 
their boats. The children‘also cannot 
play on the sands. It is too windy 
and wet. A 

The fishermen are called nulias= 
They wear tall + 
hats which look 


very funny. 
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Puri is known throughout the 
world. Why? Because it is the home 
of a famous God, Jagannath. Shall I 
tell you all about Jagannath? Well, 
many many years ago, there lived a 
good king. Hisname wasIndradyumna. 
One day the king had a dream. He 
dreamt he saw the God Vishnu. 
Vishnu told the king to make an 
image of Jagannath. 

About this time a big log of wood 
was washed up from the sea. It was 
found on the sandy beach. It was six 
feet long and very heavy. It was so 
hard that the mistries could not carve 
the wood. Their chisels would not 
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cut it. So the good king was much 
worried. Who was going to carve 
the image of Jagannath ? 

One day, Visvakarma, the chief 
workman of the Gods, came to the 
king. He was disguised as an old 
mistry. He offered to carve the log 
of wood into an image of Jagannath. 
He would do this only if he was left 
to himself for two whole weeks. No 
one was to go near him. No one was 
to disturb him. The king agreed to 
these conditions, and Visvakarma 
started the work. 

When two weeks time had nearly 
passed, the king could wait no longer. 
He felt he must see how the old mistry 
was getting on. He went to the place 
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where the log of wood had been 
kept. No sooner did the king put his 
head into the hut than the old mistry 
vanished. The image was not finished, 
and had no arms or legs. Strange to 
say two other large logs of wood 
were found there. 
The king was very sad. He pro- 
= mised the Gods to 
3 build a huge temple 
Fe for the unfinished 
| image. He also had 
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the other two logs carved. They 
became Balaram, the brother -of 
Jagannath, and Subhadra, his sister. 
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In June or July of every year Puri 
is filled with pilgrims. There are 
nundkeds of thousands of them. They 
Ie come from all parts 
oo A of India. They 


os - go to Puri to see 
= 

* the Rath Jatra, or 
& Car Festival. How 
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excited the people are! They wait for 
hours until the images of Jagannath, 
Balaram and Subhadra are brought 
out of the temple. Three huge cars 
are’ waiting for the Gods. The cars 
have many carvings and flags on them, 
The tops are covered with silken 
hangings. Priests offer flowers and 
ବା The people nour “Jagannathji 

i jai, Jagannathji ki jai,” ““ Victory 
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to Jagannath.” Then when the images 
have been set up on their cars, the 
cars are dragged by thick ropes. The 
pilgrims think it a great honour 
to be allowed to pull the ropes. 
Men, women and children ; Rajas 
and servants; rich and poor; blind 
and lame—all press forward to pull 
the thick ropes. On and on, for 
nearly two miles, the 
cars are dragged. 
At last they reach 
the Garden Temple. 
There the Gods stay 
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for eight days. After that they are 
brought back in their cars. The 
crowds of pilgrims are still waiting 
to catch a glimpse of Jagannath as 
he passes by. 

When the cars reach the Lion's 
Gate of the big temple, the Gods 
are taken out. The priests carry them 
back to their thrones in the temple. 
Once more the pilgrims shout ‘‘Jagan- 
nathji ki jai,” “ Victory to Jagannath.” 
Flowers and fruits are offered by the 
pilgrims. 

Now that the Gods have returned 
from their outing, the -pilgrims are 
very happy, They have got plenty 
of time to visit the little shops 
which have been erected on the: 
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Bara Danda, or big road, which faces 
the Lion’s Gate. How eagerly they 
buy the sandalwood necklaces, metal 
images, coloured pictures, conch 
shells, “and fans made of peacocks’ 
feathers. All these things wilt 
be taken by the pilgrims to their 
homes in distant parts of India. 
They will always be treasured 
as coming from 
the town of 
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When many thousands of people 
are together in one place, it is certain 
that some will fall sick. Others will 
meet with accidents. The sick people 
are sent to the pilgrims’ hospital. 
There they get every attention. 
Many doctors and nurses help the 
pilgrims during the Rath Jatra., 

There are many other temples in 
Puri. Most of them are visited by 
the pilgrims. The pilgrims have been 
looking forward to their visit to 
Puri. For many months they have 
been preparing for it. Now that 
they are in Jagannath’s town and 
have paid their respects to him, they 
enjoy themselves. 
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In Puri there is a monkey temple. 
Hundreds and hundreds of monkeys 
live in the trees near-by. One day a 
little boy named Ram went to the 
temple with his father and mother. 
When the gharry got near the 
temple, the driver shouted, “‘Aso! 
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Aso !” “Come! Come!” and the 
monkeys came running and scamper- 
ing. Some of them carried their 
babies on their backs. Soon the gharry 
was surrounded by monkeys. Some 
climbed up on top of the gharry, some 
got underneath it. Others climbed 
on to the wheels. Ram was so afraid. 
Themonkeys were hungry and wanted 
food. Ram's mother refused to get 
out of the gharry ୫ 34 ଓଃଭୁଃର୍‌ 
until the monkeys 2 fi a a 
were driven off. Ca Ga 


Ram's father gave Lb 
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some money to the priest. The priest 
brought a bag of nuts and fried rice. 
When he threw the nuts and fried 
rice under the trees, all the monkeys 
rushed to get the food. 

Then Ram and his parents got 
down from the gharry and visited the 
templee How would you have liked 
to be in Ram's place ? 


Well, Children, I hope you will 
now be able to tell your father 
and mother all about Puri, and the 
wonderful things which are to be 
seen there. 
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Perhaps one day they will take you 
to see all the things you have read 
about in this little book. How nice 
that will be ! 
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EXERCISES 

Where is Puri ? 

What sort of games would you play 

_on the sandy beach at Puri? 

The king had a dream. What did he 
dream about ? 

Who carved the image of Jagannath ? 

Where is the image now kept ? 

Write a short account of the Rath 
Jatra. | 

If you had been in Ram's place, what 
would you have done ? 

If you know a story about monkeys, 
write it down. Draw a picture of 
a monkey. 
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